Vikrama visits Bali, king of the nether world	165
earth ? Are those who carry out your majesty's commands in no way infected by
sedition ? Does the Supporter of the Heaven [Indra] grant rain as desired ? Do you for
your part completely gratify him, the Lord, with sacrifices ? ** Thus askt in a kindly
manner by Bali the king of the demons, Vikramaditya politely replied: " Perceiving
your nobility and excess of religious devotion, Ke^ava [Visnu] himself, the Sole Keeper
of creatures, became your doorkeeper. By giving to him, disguised as a dwarf, land
[the earth] measured by his three footsteps, and creating the fourfold law [righteousness,
dharma; probably as consisting of learning, almsgiving, asceticism, and truth; see
Manu 1.81 and conmi., Bhag. P. S. 12.41], you have gained supreme glory. Hari [Visnu]
himself, the Lord of the World, was fain.to bow before you and to show mortification at
(being obliged to make an) entreaty, and became a dwarf in bodily form. What other
man is there like you? Inasmuch as such a one as your majesty has askt me a question
concerning the state of my affairs, in this I am blest." As they converst thus pleasantly
there, the heart of the demon-king was greatly delighted, and he gave the king a potion
together with an elixir. And when he dismist the king, he sent along to accompany him
the same attendant who had previous appeared as the boar. Returning again quickly
by the road as shown by him, the king reacht the place where his horse remained, at the
entrance of the cave. [85]
And sending back the demon-man, he mounted his horse again, and started on the
road for Ujjayini, when he saw two brahmans. The Mng was implored by them to
give them some rice or the like, that they might get a meal, since they were both
famisht with hunger. " I have nothing of value here other than a potion and an elixir,
of divine powers, and magical; choose one of them. Now this confers the power to
make gold out of all metals; and the elixir is able to prevent old age and death."
Hearing this the old brahman said to the king: " I am worn out with age, O king;
give me the elixir." Then his son, a youth, said to the king: " What is the use of the
elixir ? Give the potion which produces gold." Thus a quarrel arose, which is a sin.
as between father and son; for each said: " This is the best! That is the best! This
for me! That for me! " Seeing their disturbance, the king gave them both things, and
then went to his city, the munificent lord of the earth.
O Mng, only he who has such magnanimity, courage, and manliness would be capa-
ble of sitting upon this throne.
Here ends the nineteenth story
brief recension of 19
Again a statue said: O king, listen.
Once the king went forth to enjoy the sport of hunting. And being satiated with
interesting sights, at midday he started back again to the city, when he saw a great
boar. The Mng pursued after him, and the boar went into the forest. As the king
went along quite alone, he saw a certain cave. So he dismounted from his horse and
entered the cave, and went to Patala [the underworld], and beheld a beautiful royal
palace. There he saw Bali upon Ms throne; and first they mutually askt after each
other's health and embraced, and then questioned eack other. Thereupon Bali gave
the Mng a potion and an elixir, and the king took Ms departure from the cave. On
the way two brahmans* father and son* greeted the king with words of blessing. The
king said: ** I have two precious objects with me; by one a new body is obtained,

